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Dodecatbeon

chrysanthemums, dahlias, etc., the huds
are removed to leave fewer but finer
flowers.

DISCARIA (dis-kar'-i-a. Bhamnaceae).
Deciduous shrubs, formidably armed
with spines, and numerous small bell-
shaped flowers. They require a sheltered
sunny position, in ordinary garden soil,
Propagate by cuttings in July in frame.

SPECIES.

D. Toumatou, the "Wild Irishman"
(New Zealand). Yaries from a bush of 2 ft.
to a tree 25 ft. high.
DISEASES. See FUNGOUS DISEASES.
DISTYLIXJM (dis-til'-e-um. Hama-
melidacese. Evergreen shrub from China
and Japan with reddish Hamamelis-like
flowers in April, contrasting well with the
dark glossy green leaves. 3-4 ft. in the
open, up to 15 ft. on sheltered north wall.
Very good on chalky soils.

SPECIES.

D. racemosum. The only species.
PITCH. A trench used either for
drainage or to mark a boundary. A hedge
and ditch separating two plots of land must
be kept trimmed by the owner on whose
land the hedge is planted. If, however, the
adjoining owner has been trimming the
ditch and hedge for twenty years with the
knowledge and consent of his neighbour,
he gains a right thereto.

A ditch requires clearing of any rubbish

and overhanging growths removed once a

year.   This is usually done in the autumn.

Acts of ownership decide to whom a hedge

belongs when there is a ditch on both sides.

DITTANY.    See DICTAMNUS,

DIURIS (di-ur-is.    Orchidaceae).   From

dis, double, and oura, a tail, in reference

to the tail-like sepals.    Stove terrestrial

orchids.

Propagate by division. The pots should
be half filled with crocks and the plants
placed in sandy peat or leaf-soil and sand.

SPECIES.

P. alba. . White and rose flowers in
August. 1 ft.

P. maculata* Yellow spotted brown.
March. 1 ft.

P. punctata. Purplish-blue flowers.
1-2 ft.

DODECATHEON (do - de - kath - e - on.
Primulacese). Laterally Twelve Gods. The
name was anciently applied by Pliny to

a plant whose identity is at present
unknown. Shooting Stars. These plants
are from North America. They form tufts
of light green leaves, from the centre of
which spring stems up to 8 in., bearing a
number of small flowers with reverted
petals, after the manner of cyclamen.
The styles in this case are protruding.
The plants succeed best in moist and
rich soil and, if agreeable to their position,

DISBUDDING
CHRYSANTHEMUMS

To obtain large Chrysanthemums remove side

buds, called by gardeners " taking the crown

bud.*'

make luxuriant clumps.    Yery useful for
damp shady corners of the rockery.

Propagate by division in spring or after
flowering, or by seeds sown when ripe in
pans in a cold frame.

SPECIES.

D. Meadia with light purple cyclamen-
like flowers has several varieties witli
white, crimson-lilac and orange flowers.*
The best known of the varieties are
as follows:

D. M. Clevelandii, which is the only
kind that likes a dry soil and has violet or
bhie flowers in May. 1 ft.

D. if. elegans. Deeper coloured and
more numerous flowers than the type,
1ft.

D. M. giganteum. Earlier flowering and
taller than the type. U ft.